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Task of the Church









          Lecture 4

Title: Worship/The Rule of Worship (TC-4)
Purpose: To instruct the hearers about the how God is to be worshipped – spiritually and scripturally.
Introduction

1. In our previous studies on worship we have already considered some introductory perspectives on worship and the object of worship, now we move to consider the rule of worship – how is God to be worshipped? Now one text of Scriptures summarizes how God is to be worshipped and that text is John 4:22-24 (READ). How is God to be worshipped? Those who worship God must worship Him “in spirit and in truth.” That’s the rule of worship.
2. Now what does it mean to worship God “in spirit”? And what does it mean to worship God “in truth”? Basically, what it means is that God must be worshipped spiritually (in spirit) and scripturally (in truth). In John’s gospel narrative truth refers particularly God’s revelatory word – Jn 17:17 (READ) “Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth.” So to worship God in spirit and in truth is to worship God spiritually and scripturally. Now that’s the rule of worship – that is how God must be worshipped.
3. Let us look at each of this rule one at a time.

Trans:
First....

I.
GOD MUST BE WORSHIPPED SPIRITUALLY: “in spirit”
A.
And what does spiritual worship involves? First, it must be sincere. 
1. Isaiah 29:13 (READ). To “draw near” here refers to drawing near to God in public worship. And the problem with the worship of God’s people under the OC was that it was only external and formal. The outward worship was their, but their heart was far from God. E.J. Young: “The people have come near in order to perform a religious service, but it is one that is done alone with the mouth; it is purely external...the worship of the mouth and lips was one in which the heart, the organ of true worship, was far from the Lord. If the true organ of worship had distanced itself, or made itself far away from the Lord, then any coming to near to Him would be in pretense only.” H.C. Leupold: “The reverence that should have been in evidence was in obedience to a commandment set forth by men and ‘learned by rote’. True religion must go deeper. This outward kind of religion is most offensive, being another form of hypocrisy.”
2. And the Lord Jesus quotes this passage and applies it to God’s covenant people during His earthly ministry – Mt 15:7-9 (READ). If worship is to be acceptable to God, it must be sincere. The heart or spirit must not be far from God. 
B.
Moreover, spiritual worship involves a life lived in evangelical obedience. 
1. Isaiah 1:11-17, 18 (READ). God requires worship that is spiritual. And that involves a life lived in evangelical obedience. Any worship that is carried out without a life of holiness is an abomination to the Lord.
2. Pro 15:8,9 (READ). Outwardly speaking, the wicked and the upright might be doing the very same thing in worship. But God’s responses to what they are doing are entirely different. And why? Because of what they are in person. One is wicked and the other is upright (he pursues righteousness). Worship must be spiritual. And that involves not just what we do in worship but also the kind of life we live.
3.  Pro 21:27 (READ). Unless the heart or motive is right. Jay Adams: “Because the wicked formally tips his hat to God in a sacrifice, he is detestable to Him.  He doesn’t [really] mean it. What he offers, therefore, he offers hypocritically. But when he has some ulterior motive for making the offering, that makes his sacrifice all more abominable in God’s sight.” Worship must be spiritual – that is one of the rules of worship.
C.
Furthermore, spiritual worship involves a humble and teachable spirit.

1. Isa 66:1-4 (READ). What is it that God really looks for in a worshipper? Not the mere externals of worship but attitude of the worshipper. And the attitude here particularly mentioned is a humble and teachable spirit – Vs 2b “But to this one I will look (with favor), To him who is humble and contrite of spirit, and who trembles at My word”. To tremble at God’s word refers to a deep respect for every word that falls from the lips of God. It is to tremble with awe at every word that comes from God. And, according to the passage, the lack of this humble and teachable spirit mars every act people might engage in, in the worship of God – Vs 3 (READ).
2. Ezek 33:30-33 (READ). These people seem very eager to hear the message from God that they invite another to come and hear the message from God. But for the people, this is just really a form of entertainment. They just love to hear the beautiful voice of Ezekiel. They find it enjoyable to listen to him and add a little more to what they know. But they are not really intent in changing their ways and practices in the light of God’s message. They are not really teachable. But to worship God spiritually involves that we come to Him with humble and teachable spirits. 
1. D.
In addition, spiritual worship involves joyful reverence in spirit.

2. This concept is embedded in the primary terms used in worship which literally means to bow down. The idea is deep respect and joyful reverence.  
3. And we see this explicitly expressed in Ps 2:11, 13 (READ). 
4. This is also what we find in Heb 12:28-26 (READ). There is to be joy in worship. But such joy must be accompanied with reverence and awe. And why? Our God is a consuming fire.
E.
Finally, spiritual worship involves saving faith.

1. Gen 4:3-5 (READ). Now why was Cain and his offering rejected by God while Abel and his offering was accepted? The problem was not in the kind of offerings they brought – nowhere does the passage imply that. The problem was more on their attitude or the spirit in which they brought their sacrifice.

2. And this is brought out clearly in Heb 11:4 (READ). It was the faith that Abel had that made his sacrifice acceptable to God, while Cain’s was not. Albert Barnes: “Men have speculated much as to the reason why the offering of Abel was accepted, and that of Cain rejected; but such speculation rests on no certain basis, and the solution of the apostle should be regarded as decisive and satisfactory, that in the one case there was faith, in the other not.”
3. If our worship is to be the kind of worship that God seeks, then it must come from a believing heart or spirit. 
Trans:
So that is the first rule of worship: God must be worshipped spiritually: “in spirit”. But the second rule is that...

II.
GOD MUST BE WORSHIPPED SCRIPTURALLY: “in truth”

.....In theological language, this second rule is what is known as the regulative principle of worship.
A.
And what is this regulative principle of worship?

1. The bible clearly teaches the principle of Christian liberty. In matters where God has not commanded or forbidden us Christians to do, we are at liberty to do or not to do. i.e. eat meat or not; drink coffee or not; watch news on TV or not. In these matters, each individual Christian will have to decide on his own on the basis of general principles given in the Scriptures. Key Texts: Rom 14and15; 1Cor 8&9. 

2. However, when it comes to the corporate worship of God, this principle of Christian liberty is no longer applicable. In worship, that is, in drawing near into God’s special presence, there is special principle or rule that applies and must be observed. And this special rule is what is called by theologians as “The Regulative Principle of Worship”.
B.
And what is this regulative principle of worship? 

1.
This principle is clearly stated in Deut 12:32 (READ).
a. If we are to fully appreciate the meaning of this text, we must consider the context. What is Moses talking about in the context? He is talking about the worship of God’s people - Deut. 12:29-31 (READ). You see what Moses is saying? God’s people are never ever to try to imitate how other people worship their gods. They are not to inquire about how they worship their gods and say “Me to. Me to.”
b. So what rule then should regulate worship of God? Deut 12:32. Here is God’s rule for worship. God’s people are to do only what God’s commands. They are not to exclude anything in their worship that God has commanded them to include. Nor are they to include anything in their worship that God has NOT commanded them to include. They are to do only what God has commanded them to do.
2.
And the seriousness of this special rule of worship is illustrated in number of instances in the OT. 
a.
Lev. 10:1-3 (READ).

· What wrong did Nadab and Abihu do that brought upon them the frightening judgment of God?  They did something in the worship of God that God did not command them to do. Vs 1 (READ). Nadab and Abihu were just being creative. Perhaps they were getting tired of doing the same things God told them to do over and over again. But God instantly killed.
· But does not God want us to be creative? In other spheres of life, He does. But not when it comes to the worship of His name; not when it comes to drawing near to God’s special presence.  Vs 3 (READ). The principle of Christian liberty no longer applies when it comes to the worship of God.
· God does not always do to people what He did to Nabad and Abihu.  But this incident illustrates how seriously God takes His regulative principle of worship.

b.
Another text that illustrates how the Lord seriously takes this special rule for worship is found in 1 Chron. 15:1-4, 11-15 (READ).

· Why was God angry with the people when they first brought the ark to a place prepared by David? Because they did not carefully follow the commandments of God concerning the matter. Instead of the Levites carrying the ark in the manner prescribed by God, they put it in a cart.
· So again this incident illustrates how seriously God takes the regulative principle of worship. God’s special rule for worship cannot be taken light. Anyone who does will risk facing the judgment of God.

c. 
Still another text that illustrates how the Lord seriously takes this special rule for worship is found in 2 Kings 17:20-23; 1 Kings 12:26-33 (READ).
· Jeroboam was a very shrewd political pragmatist. Out of fear that the people’s allegiance might return to David’s descendants, he devised in own heart a worship that would rival the one that God instituted in Jerusalem. And that sin was the sin that ultimately led to the destruction and exile of the people of Israel. 
· So again this incident illustrates how seriously God takes the regulative principle of worship. A worship that is of man’s own devising is something that God hates. No one should add to or take away anything that God has commanded with respect to the worship of His name. 
3. Now this special rule for worship is also confirm in the New Testament as that which still applies under the New Covenant.

a.
John 4:19-24 (READ). 
· The Lord Jesus is here talking about worship under the New Covenant. And Jesus here emphasizes that God must be worshipped not just “in spirit” but also “in truth”. The Samaritan woman needed to hear this because if there was anything wrong about Samaritan worship, that worship was not spiritual and scriptural. The Samaritans were heirs of the rival worship that Jeroboam instituted in Samaria. And what worship was something that Jeroboam had devised in his own heart. He did not follow God’s regulation for the worship of His name. 

· Thus here in this passage the Lord Jesus confirms the rules that must regulate worship. It must not only be spiritual but also scriptural, it must be according to His word, not something that we ourselves have devised.
b.
This is also implied in Heb 9:1 (READ). The word here at least indicates that there are regulations of divine worship not only under OC but also in the NC. The idea that NC worship has no more specific regulations is completely alien to the book of Hebrews. Our worship must be in accordance with specific regulations God has given in His word about our worship. 
c.
This is also indicated in Heb 7:12. (READ). The writer is here contrasting the OC and NC. The phrase “change of law” implies that there is still a law governing worship under NC. A change of priesthood would of necessity mean a change of law (no,mou – “formalized rule prescribing what people must do”). But the change of law concerning worship does not mean that there is no law. 
d.
1689:22:1 “The light of nature shows that there is a God, who has lordship and sovereignty over all; is just, good, and does good unto all; and is therefore to be feared, loved, praised, called upon, trusted in, and served, with all the heart and all the soul, and with all the might. But the acceptable way of worshipping the true God, is instituted by himself, and so limited by his own revealed will, that he may not be worshipped according to the imagination and devices of men, nor the suggestion of Satan, under any visible representation, or any other way not prescribed in the Holy Scriptures.”
Conclusion: 

1.
So the rule of God’s worship is that it must be both spiritual and scriptural. 

4. 2.
God forbids all profaning of His worship, which violates His requirement in His word. Therefore, it is to be our utmost concern to inquire what form of worship, with what elements He requires of His people under the NC. And that is the next lecture we shall consider.
